IN THE SPECIFICATION 

On page 27, please replace the Abstract of the Disclosure with the 
following: 

An apparatus and method are provided for precisely isolating a target lesion in a 
patient's body tissue[[,]].. r e sulting i n a high li k eli hood of "c le an" margino about th e l e s i on 
whon it i s r e moved for d i agnos i s and/or th e rapy. Th i s approach advantageously wil l 
often r e su l t i n th e abil i ty to both diagnos e and tr e at a mal i gnant l es i on w i th on l y a s i ngl e 
p e rcutan e ous proc e dure, with no fo ll ow up p e rcutan e ous or surgica l proc e dur e 
r e quir e d, wh ilo min i m i z i ng th e r i sk of migrat i on of poss i bly canc e rous c el ls from th e 
le s i on to surround i ng t i ssu e or tho bloodstream. The apparatus comprises a biopsy 
instrument having a distal end adapted for entry into the patient's body, a longitudinal 
shaft, and a cutting element disposed along the shaft. The cutting element is actuatable 
between a radially retracted position and a radially extended position. Advantageously, 
the instrument is rotatable about its axis in the radially extended position to isolate a 
desired tissue specimen from surrounding tissue by defining a peripheral margin about 
the tissue specimen. Once the tissue specimen is isolated, it may be segmented by 
further manipulation of the cutting element, after which the tissue segments are 
preferably individually removed from the patient's body through a cannula or the like. 
Alternatively, the specimen may be encapsulated and removed as an intact piece. 
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On page 1 , after the "RELATED APPLICATIONS", please amend the 
paragraph as follows: 

This application is a continuation of co-pending application Serial No. 
09/929,371, filed August 13, 2001, which is a divisional of application Serial No. 
09/057,303, filed April 8, 1998, now U.S. Patent No. 6.331.166. which is a continuation 
of provisional application Serial No. 60/076,973, filed on March 3, 1998, which are 
incorporated herein in their entireties by reference and from which priorities are claimed. 
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